A Family Discipleship Journal

called
Journal

The Josties

v v vwv w v
vvwvvvww
v
v
v
w
v
vw w v
vwvvww
v vwv
takin’ it to the streets
Rediscovering
Biblical Inerrancy

The Forgotten Art of
Biblical Hospitality

Lessons From Lot and
the Fear of the Lord

Christian Worldview Perspectives
on Music Media Movies & Culture

Alaska Homestead Adventure
with the Slates Family

Every Day Apologetics
Epistemology made easy

What is the Duck Dynasty phenomena
teaching us about American Culture?

Inaugural Issue

Volume 1

a publication for Today’s Christian Family

In This Issue...
Nine Core Values of Called Journal

Pg 6

If the foundations are destroyed what can the righteous do? Examine nine strategic core values necessary to maintain a biblical worldview in our families and American Evangelicalism.

The Everlasting Gospel

Pg 10

Discover what we can learn from the biblical account of Lot about our ability to influence culture and
the effects of our lifestyle choices on future generations? Steve Altmeyer of CTL ministries

Unpacking Duck Dynasty’s Unprecedented Popularity
In spite of America’s obsession with dethroning God from all public life, The Robertson family’s “Duck Commander” turned “Duck Dynasty” empire speaks volumes about
the soul of America. Perhaps their popularity across mainstream American entertainment is indicative of the true needs and values of Americans.

Pg 12

At Home With The Josties

Cover Story
Pg 16
With many miles logged in 48 states and over eight years of traveling and doing ministry, Dale
and Lisa Jost, of Alberta Canada, share their story and candid thoughts on family, ministry, music, and life.

Alaska Family Adventure

Pg 26
What would possess a couple with 6 kids (and seven months pregnant) to venture on an Alaska
homesteading expedition? Find out how an extraordinary family does life and how they refuse to
let their large family size hinder their lifetime dream of establishing a homestead in Alaska.

Rediscovering Biblical Inerrancy

Pg 38

Pastor David Pauley of Lompoc, California spells out with clarity what inerrancy is and why we
need to understand this vital doctrine for today’s church.

Philosophical Foundations

Pg 42

Israel Wayne unpacks the basics of epistemology, the theory of how we know what we know.

Practicing Biblical Hospitality

Pg 50

A Life of adventure and being on mission with God await us as we humbly submit to open our
homes to express biblical hospitality. Theresa Bowen of A Candle in the Window Hospitality
Network, inspires us to rediscover the blessing of biblical hospitality.

Courtship & Dating: Tweaking the Focus

Pg 56

Although courtship has muddied the water, not unlike the dating scene of generations past,
Jesse Jost encourages us to re-examine the issues and not throw the baby out with the bath
water.

Tech Talk In Studio J

Identity Theft

Jeff and Micah Bost

Tom Frye

Pg 30

Pg 36

Called Journal | Volume 1

2

College Outreach
Suzanna Burkholder
Pg 48

Pg 26
Pg 56

Pg 12

Pg 16
Pg 50

Called Journal

Volume 1

3

Nine

core Values

i

Of Called Journal
1. People On Mission Wit h God

n

2. The Priority of t he Gospel and Aggressive Evangelism
3. The C hristian Family in Western C ulture

4. The Importance of Theology and t he C hristian Worldview
5. Music & Media in C hristian Perspective

n

6. The Sanctity of Life
7 . Personal Holiness

8. Six Day Special Creation
9. The Sovereignty of God

From The

W

elcome to the first
edition of Called
Journal! Outlined across
the page are the core
values of our newly
launched
publication.
In a day when potential
readers are sometimes
overwhelmed by written
materials, one must justify the existence of a new
publication, an existence
which
is
not guaranteed. Every publishing effort requires significant resources in real
time, capital, and opportunity costs.
Capitalism can be a cruel task master. It
tells us well that what we are willing to
pay for as a society often determines it’s
value, or certainly, in our case, our continued existence. With that said, we are
offering, in this quarterly publication,
what we hope will be great content centered around these nine core values. If
you like these values and appreciate the
content, we are asking for your support
through your subscription or donation.

n

P

lease note the intentionality of our title as a Journal. Journals are crafted with two unique characteristics: serious content and peer participation or
review. There will not be a lot of fluff nor frivolous
advertising and we invite our readers to weigh in on
topics, contribute, and partake deeply in the rich content that will be offered here.

T

hese values outlined here may not be popular even
in contemporary Evangelicalism, but we are offering them because we feel they are of strategic significance at this time in our history as a people. Some
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may be controversial and others evoke strong emotions, but presenting biblical truth directly to bear on
these issues of our day is what we believe is critically
needed to keep these issues alive before coming generations.

E

very generation has its flash points. The battle for
the Bible, (won by fundamentalists in the turn of the
century) is being lost today on Christian universities and
so-called Bible believing Churches. This generation is
faced with a practical “walking away from the faith”
in our lifestyles. Today we are facing a new morality of social norms,
changing legal and social definitions
of marriage and family, and a host of
theological issues in our paradigm
shift as post-modernism “comes
to church,” albeit, wrapped up in a
cloak of hipster, tech savvy, modern
day elite Christianity.

T

his is a publication for young
people and today’s young families living in a rapidly changing technological world. A world that is less
theological, less analytical and more
pragmatic, and one which does not
rest on the conservative moorings of the past generations. Everything is up for grabs today. There is an erosion of trust among many today with a contempt for the
past and anything that smacks of “legalism” or fundamentalism. Young people today are hoping to find, if
I might use that over used term, authentic Christianity.

W

e have a great mandate today not to codify the
past and live in some fundamentalist bubble, but
to integrate with society and culture in a great dialogue. We need a clear presentation of the gospel and
Biblical truth. This journal is an attempt to do just
that. We hope to bring afresh the messages of these
core values to our up and coming generations, and to
keep the conversation going. Thanks for being a part!

Please subscribe and share this publication as you are
blessed by its contents. We would love to hear from
you!
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Nine

core Values
Of Called Journal
1.

People On Mission Wit h God

W

hen the clatter is taken away and everything is
reduced to what really matters, we find the most
significant resources we have are the people in our
lives. Called Journal is first and primarily about people.
We are offering to you an opportunity to meet, network with, learn from, and share life, with some of the
most amazing people on earth. The people featured in
this magazine are people with a strong sense of CALLING from an equally strong RELATIONSHIP with their
Creator to be on Mission with God. By subscribing we
invite you to come to the table and be a vital part of
the most significant conversations happening on this
planet today, a vital conversation between God and
His people. One of the greatest assets we have is not
our 401K, nor our Schedule C assets, but the quality of
the friends we can claim. Called Journal is an opportunity to build those friendships and be a part of a community of believers who enjoy “speaking life” into one
another as they walk with God. Welcome to the table!

i

2. The Gospel of Jesus C hrist
T

he Gospel, the Good News that God became a
man in the person of Jesus Christ and offers us
a full and free salvation apart from our works is the
never changing wellspring of all hope and blessing.
Mankind has often gravitated to two extremes, that
of becoming self focused naval gazing buffoons, or
becoming so others oriented that a cultivated life
of godliness gets equally lost. The challenge is for
each generation to first understand the Gospel and
then bring it afresh to the next generation without
compromising the message nor becoming lost on
one’s own vocabulary or spiritual traditions. In the
midst of contemporary marketing, church growth,
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media mania, and a plethora of modern methods
found floating around evangelical circles, keeping the
main thing the main thing remains a priority. The need
for a clear gospel understanding and presentation is
as great today as ever before and is not a proposition to be taken for granted, even within Evangelicalism. Called Journal is committed to explaining and
proclaiming the Gospel anew and afresh, as a clarion
voice amidst much confusion and competition today.

R

3. The C hristian Family
in Western C ulture

ecent years have demonstrated nothing short of a
full scale assault on the traditional, western, and
biblical understanding of the family. As the central
institution of God for the propagation of human life
and culture, defining and defending it’s existence is
non optional. Called Journal is born out of that strong
western Judeo-Christian family worldview where the
God ordained ideal for the family is a union with one
man and one woman together for life. Receiving children as blessings from God and the product of such a
God ordained union is part and parcel of that worldview. Further, training those children in obedience
to Deuteronomy 6 is a great step toward the initial
fulfillment of the Great Commission given by Jesus
in Mt. 28:19-20. Called Journal will be much about
Family Discipleship, highlighting those methods and
materials that aid parents in discipling their children
and turning homes into garrisons of discipleship.

“Male and Female Created He Them...
and He said unto Them,

‘Be Fruitful and Multiply, F ill the Earth and Subdue it.’”
Called Journal

~ Genesis 1:28
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4. Theology and t he
C hristian Worldview

A

5. The Sanctity O f Life

O

ne of the byproducts of the departure from
western Christianity has been the wholesale
devaluation of human life. Where true Christianity
thrives, the value of human life increases. Whether
it’s the jungle homes of cannibalistic tribes, or the
classrooms and courtrooms of our post Christian
legal society, the Gospel, and God’s sacrifice for
humanity proclaimed, increases the value of all human life as first created in the image of God, and
secondly, as atoned for in the sacrifice of Calvary.
Called Journal is committed to telling the stories of
those who are passionate about valuing life, at all
ages and stages. Fascism, communism, and tyranny
on the political and global scale, lead to genocide
and threaten the sanctity of life daily in our world,
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6. Music & Media in
C hristian Perspective

I

deas always flow into everyday realities. Culture is
the expression of the ideas of a people. Many have
bought the lie that culture is neutral. Called Journal will
highlight individuals and ministries that seek to bring
biblically coherent content to bear in life’s practical issues. We live in a hugely media centered culture. We
are enamored with music and media. In some ways,
rightly so. Amazing advances in music and video technology have opened up entire realms of expression
– all of which can be used for good or evil, for advancing the Gospel and Christian thought, or advancing
the proliferation of evil. Called Journal has a strong
desire to harness the power of media in order to bring
some much needed education to the church regarding those who are tapping into this technology, and
redirecting it for the Gospel. Each issue will feature
Christian music groups, family bands, singer songwriters, movie makers, youtubers and bloggers that
are strongly desirous of using these technologies to
communicate biblical truth to a contemporary world.

i

s post modern thinking has grown like leaven
within Evangelicalism, recapturing a vision for
Biblical Theology and a thoroughly Christian worldview is essential. Sadly, theology has become a dirty
word today in many church circles. The focus on
love, unity and diversity has aided this imbalance
in the minds of evangelicals today. Called Journal is committed to restoring theology and a fully
Christian worldview back to the home and church.
Reading the speeches of Abraham Lincoln, or the
Biblical content of sermon illustrations from C.H.
Spurgeon for example, makes one realize what
theological breath and depth the average citizen
had in 17th century England and America. A return to biblical literacy and sound understanding of
theology in the homes of America is much needed
today and will remain a goal and focus of each issue. This will include articles on theology, apologetics, and logic to confront the shallowness and uninformed nature of much of contemporary Christianity.

as does abortion, personal choice, and convenience,
on the personal and intimate part of daily life in family relationships. Whether it’s global politics or the
personal choices of convenience, sanctity of life is always an issue that God and His people are passionate
and serious about. Called Journal wants to keep this
focus paramount in the eyes of a post modern world.

8. Six Day
7. Personal Holiness Special Creation

H

oliness - period. What does
that mean? Every generation
struggles with understanding the
Holiness of God and our need to
be holy as He commanded us. This
is tricky and sticky business and
not for the faint of heart. Monasticism and legalism were two responses, perhaps of some of the
previous generation. Today, much
of so called conservatism is being
“thrown under the bus” as evangelicals “come of age” in a new
age of post modern free thought.
Called Journal is committed to having those conversations and continuing the dialogue about such
things as “modesty culture” and
courtship, to name a few. We believe that future generations need
solid teaching in these areas and
that there needs to be an ongoing intentional dialogue on what it
means to live a holy life as relevant
Christians living in a post modern
world. (It may get messy, but we
invite you to be a part of the dialogue. Tattoos, Facebook, texting,
sexting… all this stuff largely didn’t
exist in popular culture twenty-five
years ago.) We hope to offer sound
biblical conversations and hopefully some solutions on what it means
to live a holy life… something that
reaches beyond pat answers and
legalism but lays hold of the heart
of God on many of these issues.

N

o we will never become a creation science digest, but as we
evaluate the world of ideas and
where the major cracks have appeared in the foundation of Western thought, we would be remiss if
we omitted creation as an issue to
“go to the wall” over. Called Journal will remain committed to upholding people and ministries that
affirm the scriptural teaching of a
six day literal creation. Today millions of dollars are flowing though
organizations like Biologos that
support evangelicals in proclaiming
Darwinian evolution. Our desire at
Called Journal is to be a voice of
support for not only the Scriptures,
but for organizations and individuals who uphold the foundational
truth of creation.
We want our
readers to know that in a day of
compromise, where well meaning
believers are trying hard to “help
God” find credibility among our
post-modern neighbors, we hope
to sponsor advertisers of our content that fully embrace a thoroughly Christian worldview that includes
this most all encompassing and
important doctrine. We cannot
guarantee that everyone featured
in these coming publications will
be young earth creationists, nor
are we going to make that a litmus
test of fellowship, but we want to
go on record as desiring to strongly support that message within the
coming pages of this publication.

9. The Sovereignty
of God
A

scoffing and skeptical postmodern world likes to argue.
They can argue the politics of the
politically correct police. They can
argue science and carbon dating.
They can argue for social theories
that combat biblical ideas, but
there is one thing people largely
cannot argue with, namely the testimonies of the Living God. Jesus
said, “God is the God of the living.” Called Journal is committed to publishing articles about encountering that living God through
answers to prayer, divine appointments, and God’s miraculous provision, to name a few. We believe
God is in the saving and delivering business today, just as He was
for the Israelites during the Exodus. Repeatedly throughout the
Exodus account and down through
the Psalms, God declares that He
brought Israel out with a “mighty
hand,” so that the world might
know that there is a God in Israel.
So too, in every generation God
wants to demonstrate His power
and make His presence known. We
are excited to publish those stories where God manifests His saving and delivering presence to the
people of God, for His own Glory.
So welcome to the table! Allow
your presence and support to be
part of the conversation. Subscribe today if you haven’t already! Make a donation to keep
these great goals and purposes
going forth. Submit an article
or story if you have one. Share
the publication with others and
be a part of what God is doing.
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